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JOINT BUDGET COMPONENTS OF THE YEAR

Oppo BDP-95 universal Blu-ray player
Peachtree iDecco D/A integrated amplifier

n part due to “The Entry Level,”

my new column about affordable

hi-fi, this year’s Budget category

heaved with worthy contenders.

But I can’t take all the credit. Like

headphones and computer-audio
products, affordable hi-fi is especially
hot these days because it’s fun, excit-
ing, and, well, affordable. Sure, it’s nice
to dream of owning a cost-no-object
product from one of the world’s most
exclusive and exotic brands—but it’s
even nicer to actually own something
that will bring long-lasting pleasure
and leave you with money to spend on
more records.

Oppo BDP-95 universal
Blu-ray player (17). At $999

represent outstanding value for money,
providing exceptional build quality and
versatility and wonderful sound.

Speaking of sexy, Oppo’s BDP-95
Universal Audiophile 3D Blu-ray Disc
Player boasts a solid, hefty chassis and a
substantial toroidal transformer built by
Rotel. Most significant, however, are the
player’s two Sabre32 Reference ES9018
DAC chips: one for the 7.1-channel
analog output, the other dedicated to
the stereo output, thus improving the
signal/noise ratio and allowing the
BDP-95 to run fully balanced to its
XLR outputs. In addition to its analog
outputs, the Oppo provides an Ethernet
LAN port, HDMI 1 and 2 outputs, two
USB portts, and optical and coaxial digi-
tal outputs. Add it all up and you get a
consistently open, spacious sound with
superb articulation of instruments and
voices. Yum. “An outstanding value in
a universal player,” raved Dr. Rubinson.
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